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The Book of Ruth and the Storyline of the Bible 
 

Read Ruth 3:1-18 
 
Naomi recognizes the provision of God in allowing Ruth to harvest in the field of one who 
might function as a kinsman-redeemer.  Yet Naomi must act and act she does.  Ruth, in 
obedience to the direction of Naomi, washes herself and surrenders to the will of Boaz.  It 
would appear Ruth’s forwardness toward Boaz was somewhat unexpected and could imply or 
carry overtones of impropriety.  She acted in obedience to her mother-in-law and from the 
open affection and generosity of Boaz.  Boaz was careful to protect Ruth’s honor.  He gave her 
a token of his intent and sent her back to Naomi (v. 15).  Once Naomi did her work of 
preparation, she “waited” (v. 18).  Naomi understood the Proverb, “The horse is prepared for 
the day of battle, But victory belongs to the LORD (Prov. 21:31).”  The truth of waiting is built 
on a strong foundation (Exod. 14:13, 14; Psalm 46:10, 11). 
 

13 “But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the 
LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen 
today, you will never see them again forever.  14 The LORD will fight for you while 

you keep silent.’” (Exod. 14:13, 14). 
 
10 “Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will 
be exalted in the earth. 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our 
stronghold. Selah” (Ps. 46:10, 11). 

 
We wait, for God controls The Story.  Boaz knows the function of the kinsman-redeemer and 
already knows where he is regarding his opportunity to redeem.  It is openly stated that 
Ruth’s character and activity were widely known among the inhabitants of Bethlehem.  Boaz 
was already entertaining the idea of redeeming the house of Elimelech.  He knew that another 
was in front of him and thus blocking his way from fulfilling his desires.  He loved Ruth and 
wanted her as his wife.  Although Naomi “schemed, plotted and planned,” although Ruth 
willingly went and placed herself in a compromising position, it was Boaz who was 
preemptive in his pursuit of her.  He knew what needed to be done and had already placed the 
wheels in motion in order to secure his beloved for himself. 
 
Think where our story began.  It was marked as a tale of woe and misery.   
 

“The last time we met this reference to emptiness was in Naomi’s despair of 1:21 – ‘I went 
away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty.’  Her empty days are over!” (David 
Atkinson, The Message of Ruth, The Bible Speaks Today, 105). 

 
Now the tables seem to have turned.  Significant hope, healing and wholeness appear to raise 
their heads to the horizon of help.  God is working and He has not forgotten His people.   



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 
“Of interest is the Targum’s expansion: ‘Until you know how it is decreed from heaven and 
how the matter will be made clear.’  Divine agency is made explicit in this part of the 
sentence, as contrasted to Boaz’ agency in the balancing second half of the sentence.  Are 
we not to see the same hidden hand behind ‘how the matter will fall out’ as controlled the 
‘luck’ in 2:3?”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 129).  

 
He calls us to prepare the horse and this preparation is always marked by waiting and 
trusting.  Right now, God extends to you glimmers of hope in the various twists and turns of 
the journey.  God is never late, seldom early, but always right on time.  We must learn to wait 
knowing that what God intends to do He will do. 
 
 
  

 


